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But to realize God is to see Himinail that lives, i.e. to realize
our oneness with all creation. This is impossible unless we
voluntarily shun physical force and develop conscious non-
violence that is latent in every one of us. This can only come
out of strength. Have we the non-violence of the strong?
It is open to us to discard it as an impossible ideal and
choose instead the method of violence. But the choice
has to be made.

And if it is a weapon of the strong, then there are some
inescapable conclusions. We should be able to deal with
riots and stop the increasing tension between Hindus and
Mussalmans.   What, you will ask,  we as votaries of non-
violence should have done to quell these riots ? Well, it was
primarily the work of the Congress Committee to quell the
riots.   We should have thousands of volunteers ready to
serve in a crisis of this kind. In 1921 we drew up a pledge
for volunteers, wherein it was provided that a volunteer
should be non-violent in thought, word and deed. Hakim-
saheb Ajmal Khan, who was then President, had the same
pledge accepted by the Khilafat volunteers. It was not with-
out difficulty that the pledge was accepted by the Khilafat
Conference. For a volunteer to be non-violent in word and
deed was ail right, some of the Maulanas said* But to ex-
pect them to be non-violent in thought was a tall order.
I was seeking, they said, to be master of their minds. I said,
'No. The mastery is to be of Ahimsa, not of any single indi-
vidual.5 Ultimately they accepted the pledge. But, in spite
of our having accepted the pledge 17 years ago, we have not
developed the irresistible strength that such acceptance of
Ahimsa means. The reason is that we have not troubled, we
have not laboured, to organize such a non-violent volunteer
army. If we cannot do so, if we cannot carry out the pledge,
it would be well to reconsider our position. The tragedy is
that the pledge is still in existence, but it exists on paper.
If we had on a sufficient scale such a non-violent army as
the pledge contemplates,   we should not have had these
riots; and if there had been, they would have quelled the
riots or immolated themselves in the attempt. We have
heard of only  one   who  met  his  death.   I admire his